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Question 173: May any who profess the faith, and desire to come to the
Lord's Supper, be kept from it?

Answer: Such as are found to be ignorant or scandalous, notwithstanding
their profession of the faith, and desire to come to the Lord's Supper, may
and ought to be kept from that sacrament, by the power which Christ has
left in his church, until they receive instruction, and manifest their
reformation.

Question 174: What is required of them that receive the sacrament of the
Lord's Supper in the time of the administration of it?

Answer: It is required of them that receive the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper, that, during the time of the administration of it, with all holy
reverence and attention they wait upon God in that ordinance, diligently
observe the sacramental elements and actions, heedfully discern the Lord's
body, and affectionately meditate on his death and sufferings, and thereby
stir up themselves to a vigorous exercise of their graces; in judging
themselves, and sorrowing for sin; in earnest hungering and thirsting after
Christ, feeding on him by faith, receiving of his fulness, trusting in his merits,
rejoicing in his love, giving thanks for his grace; in renewing of their
covenant with God, and love to all the saints.

Question 175: What is the duty of Christians, after they have received the
sacrament of the Lord's Supper?

Answer: The duty of Christians, after they have received the sacrament of
the Lord's Supper, is seriously to consider: How they have behaved
themselves therein, and with: What success; if they find quickening and
comfort, to bless God for it, beg the continuance of it, watch against
relapses, fulfil their vows, and encourage themselves to a frequent
attendance on that ordinance: but if they find no present benefit, more
exactly to review their preparation to, and carriage at, the sacrament; in
both which, if they can approve themselves to God and their own
consciences, they are to wait for the fruit of it in due time: but, if they see
they have failed in either, they are to be humbled, and to attend upon it
afterwards with more care and diligence.

Question 176: Wherein do the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper
agree?
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Answer: The sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper agree, in that the
author of both is God; the spiritual part of both is Christ and his benefits;
both are seals of the same covenant, are to be dispensed by ministers of the
gospel, and by none other; and to be continued in the church of Christ until
his second coming.

Question 177: Wherein do the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper
differ?

Answer: The sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper differ, in that
Baptism is to be administered but once, with water, to be a sign and seal of
our regeneration and ingrafting into Christ, and that even to infants;
whereas the Lord's Supper is to be administered often, in the elements of
bread and wine, to represent and exhibit Christ as spiritual nourishment to
the soul, and to confirm our continuance and growth in him, and that only to
such as are of years and ability to examine themselves.

Question 178: What is prayer?

Answer: Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto God, in the name of
Christ, by the help of his Spirit; with confession of our sins, and thankful
acknowledgment of his mercies.

Question 179: Are we to pray unto God only?

Answer: God only being able to search the hearts, hear the requests, pardon
the sins, and fulfil the desires of all; and only to be believed in, and
worshiped with religious worship; prayer, which is a special part thereof, is
to be made by all to him alone, and to none other.

Question 180: What is it to pray in the name of Christ?

Answer: To pray in the name of Christ is, in obedience to his command, and
in confidence on his promises, to ask mercy for his sake; not by bare
mentioning of his name, but by drawing our encouragement to pray, and
our boldness, strength, and hope of acceptance in prayer, from Christ and
his mediation.

Question 181: Why are we to pray in the name of Christ?

Answer: The sinfulness of man, and his distance from God by reason thereof,
being so great, as that we can have no access into his presence without a
mediator; and there being none in heaven or earth appointed to, or fit for,

N




|
|
|

40

that glorious work but Christ alone, we are to pray in no other name but his
only.

Question 182: How does the Spirit help us to pray?

Answer: We not knowing: What to pray for as we ought, the Spirit helps our
infirmities, by enabling us to understand both for whom, and: What, and:
How prayer is to be made; and by working and quickening in our hearts
(although not in all persons, nor at all times, in the same measure) those
apprehensions, affections, and graces which are requisite for the right
performance of that duty.

Question 183: For whom are we to pray?

Answer: We are to pray for the whole church of Christ upon earth; for
magistrates, and ministers; for ourselves, our brethren, yea, our enemies;
and for all sorts of men living, or that shall live hereafter; but not for the
dead, nor for those that are known to have sinned the sin unto death.

Question 184: For what things are we to pray?

Answer: We are to pray for all things tending to the glory of God, the
welfare of the church, our own or others good; but not for anything that is
unlawful.

Question 185: How are we to pray.?

Answer: We are to pray with an awful apprehension of the majesty of God,
and deep sense of our own unworthiness, necessities, and sins; with
penitent, thankful, and enlarged hearts; with understanding, faith, sincerity,
fervency, love, and perseverance, waiting upon him, with humble
submission to his will.

Question 186: What rule has God given for our direction in the duty of
prayer?

Answer: The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in the duty of prayer;
but the special rule of direction is that form of prayer which our Savior Christ
taught his disciples, commonly called the Lord's Prayer.

Question 187: How is the Lord's Prayer to be used?
Answer: The Lord's Prayer is not only for direction, as a pattern, according
to which we are to make other prayers; but may also be used as a prayer, so
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that it be done with understanding, faith, reverence, and other graces
necessary to the right performance of the duty of prayer.

Question 188: Of how many parts does the Lord's Prayer consist?
Answer: The Lord's Prayer consists of three parts; a preface, petitions, and a
conclusion.

Question 189: What does the preface of the Lord's Prayer teach us?
Answer: The preface of the Lord's Prayer (contained in these words, Our
Father which art in heaven), teaches us, when we pray, to draw near to God
with confidence of his fatherly goodness, and our interest therein; with
reverence, and all other childlike dispositions, heavenly affections, and due
apprehensions of his sovereign power, majesty, and gracious
condescension: as also, to pray with and for others.

Question 190: What do we pray for in the first petition?

Answer: In the first petition (which is, Hallowed be thy name),
acknowledging the utter inability and indisposition that is in ourselves and
all men to honor God aright, we pray, that God would by his grace enable
and incline us and others to know, to acknowledge, and highly to esteem
him, his titles, attributes, ordinances, Word, works, and: Whatsoever he is
pleased to make himself known by; and to glorify him in thought, word, and
deed: that he would prevent and remove atheism, ignorance, idolatry,
profaneness, and: Whatsoever is dishonorable to him; and, by his overruling
providence, direct and dispose of all things to his own glory.

Question 191: What do we pray for in the second petition.?

Answer: In the second petition (which is, Thy kingdom come),
acknowledging ourselves and all mankind to be by nature under the
dominion of sin and Satan, we pray, that the kingdom of sin and Satan may
be destroyed, the gospel propagated throughout the world, the Jews called,
the fulness of the Gentiles brought in; the church furnished with all gospel
officers and ordinances, purged from corruption, countenanced and
maintained by the civil magistrate: that the ordinances of Christ may be
purely dispensed, and made effectual to the converting of those that are yet
in their sins, and the confirming, comforting, and building up of those that
are already converted: that Christ would rule in our hearts here, and hasten
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the time of his second coming, and our reigning with him forever: and that
he would be pleased so to exercise the kingdom of his power in all the
world, as may best conduce to these ends.

Question 192: What do we pray for in the third petition?

Answer: In the third petition (which is, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven), acknowledging, that by nature we and all men are not only utterly
unable and unwilling to know and do the will of God, but prone to rebel
against his Word, to repine and murmur against his providence, and wholly
inclined to do the will of the flesh, and of the devil: we pray, that God would
by his Spirit take away from ourselves and others all blindness, weakness,
indisposedness, and perverseness of heart; and by his grace make us able
and willing to know, do, and submit to his will in all things, with the like
humility, cheerfulness, faithfulness, diligence, zeal, sincerity, and constancy,
as the angels do in heaven.

Question 193: What do we pray for in the fourth petition?

Answer: In the fourth petition (which is, Give us this day our daily bread),
acknowledging, that in Adam, and by our own sin, we have forfeited our
right to all the outward blessings of this life, and deserve to be wholly
deprived of them by God, and to have them cursed to us in the use of them;
and that neither they of themselves are able to sustain us, nor we to merit,
or by our own industry to procure them; but prone to desire, get, and use
them unlawfully: we pray for ourselves and others, that both they and we,
waiting upon the providence of God from day to day in the use of lawful
means, may, of his free gift, and as to his fatherly wisdom shall seem best,
enjoy a competent portion of them; and have the same continued and
blessed unto us in our holy and comfortable use of them, and contentment
in them; and be kept from all things that are contrary to our temporal
support and comfort.

Question 194: What do we pray for in the fifth petition?

Answer: In the fifth petition (which is, Forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors), acknowledging, that we and all others are guilty both of
original and actual sin, and thereby become debtors to the justice of God;
and that neither we, nor any other creature, can make the least satisfaction
for that debt: we pray for ourselves and others, that God of his free grace
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would, through the obedience and satisfaction of Christ, apprehended and
applied by faith, acquit us both from the guilt and punishment of sin, accept
us in his Beloved; continue his favor and grace to us, pardon our daily
failings, and fill us with peace and joy, in giving us daily more and more
assurance of forgiveness; which we are the rather emboldened to ask, and
encouraged to expect, when we have this testimony in ourselves, that we
from the heart forgive others their offenses.

Question 195: What do we pray for in the sixth petition?

Answer: In the sixth petition (which is, And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil), acknowledging, that the most wise, righteous, and
gracious God, for divers holy and just ends, may so order things, that we
may be assaulted, foiled, and for a time led captive by temptations; that
Satan, the world, and the flesh, are ready powerfully to draw us aside, and
ensnare us; and that we, even after the pardon of our sins, by reason of our
corruption, weakness, and want of watchfulness, are not only subject to be
tempted, and forward to expose ourselves unto temptations, but also of
ourselves unable and unwilling to resist them, to recover out of them, and
to improve them; and worthy to be left under the power of them: we pray,
that God would so overrule the world and all in it, subdue the flesh, and
restrain Satan, order all things, bestow and bless all means of grace, and
quicken us to watchfulness in the use of them, that we and all his people
may by his providence be kept from being tempted to sin; or, if tempted,
that by his Spirit we may be powerfully supported and enabled to stand in
the hour of temptation: or when fallen, raised again and recovered out of it,
and have a sanctified use and improvement thereof: that our sanctification
and salvation may be perfected, Satan trodden under our feet, and we fully
freed from sin, temptation, and all evil, forever.

Question 196: What does the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer teach us?
Answer: The conclusion of the Lord's Prayer (which is, For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.), teaches us to
enforce our petitions with arguments, which are to be taken, not from any
worthiness in ourselves, or in any other creature, but from God; and with
our prayers to join praises, ascribing to God alone eternal sovereignty,
omnipotency, and glorious excellency; in regard whereof, as he is able and
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willing to help us, so we by faith are emboldened to plead with him that he
would, and quietly to rely upon him, that he will fulfil our requests. And, to
testify this our desire and assurance, we say, Amen.
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THE WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
him?

A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him.

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach?

A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God,
and what duty God requires of man.

Q. 4. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom,
power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?

A. There is but one only, the living and true God.

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?

A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power
and glory.
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Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?

A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of
his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes
to pass.

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?

A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.

Q. 9. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is, God's making all things of nothing, by the word of
his power, in the space of six days, and all very good.

Q. 10. How did God create man?

A. God created man male and female, after his own image, in knowledge,
righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over the creatures.

Q. 11. What are God's works of providence?

A. God's works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful
preserving and governing all his creatures, and all their actions.

Q. 12. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man in the
estate wherein he was created?

A. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him,
upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.
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Q. 13. Did our first parents continue in the estate wherein they were
created?

A. Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their own will, fell from the
estate wherein they were created, by sinning against God.

Q. 14. What is sin?

A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.

Q. 15. What was the sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate
wherein they were created?

A. The sin whereby our first parents fell from the estate wherein thy were
created, was their eating the forbidden fruit.

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam's first transgression?

A. The covenant being made with Adam, not only for himself, but for his
posterity; all mankind, descending from him by ordinary generation, sinned
in him, and fell with him, in his first transgression.

Q. 17. Into what estate did the fall bring mankind?

A. The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.

Q. 18. Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell?

A. The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, consists in the guilt of

Adam's first sin, the want of original righteousness, and the corruption of his
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whole nature, which is commonly called original sin; together with all actual
transgressions which proceed from it.

Q. 19. What is the misery of that estate whereinto man fell?

A. All mankind by their fall lost communion with God, are under his wrath
and curse, and so made liable to all miseries in this life, to death itself, and to
the pains of hell for ever.

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery?

A. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected
some to everlasting life [a,] did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver
them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of
salvation by a Redeemer.

Q. 21. Who is the Redeemer of God's elect?

A. The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the
eternal Son of God, became man and so was, and continueth to be, God and
man in two distinct natures, and one person, forever.

Q. 22. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man, by taking to himself a true body, and
areasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the
womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her yet without sin.

Q. 23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?

A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest,
and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation.
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Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a prophet?

A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his Word
and Spirit [b,] the will of God for our salvation.

Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a priest?

A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God; and in making
continual intercession for us.

Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a king?

A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling
and defending us, and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.

Q. 27. Wherein did Christ's humiliation consist?

A. Christ's humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low
condition, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the
wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and
continuing under the power of death for a time.

Q. 28. Wherein consisteth Christ's exaltation?

A. Christ's exaltation consisteth in his rising again from the dead on the third
day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the
Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last day.

Q. 29. How are we made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ?
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A. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by the
effectual application of it to us by his Holy Spirit.

Q. 30. How doth the Spirit apply to us the redemption purchased by Christ?

A. The Spirit applieth to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by working
faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.

Q. 31. What is effectual calling?

A. Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our
sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and
renewing our wills, he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ,
freely offered to us in the gospel.

Q. 32. What benefits do they that are effectually called partake of in this life?

A. They that are effectually called do in this life partake of justification,
adoption, and sanctification, and the several benefits which in this life do
either accompany or flow from them.

Q. 33. What is justification?

A. Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.

Q. 34. What is adoption?

A. Adoption is an act of God's free grace, whereby we are received into the
number, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.
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Q. 35. What is sanctification?

A. Sanctification is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are renewed in
the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to
die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.

Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from
justification, adoption, and sanctification?

A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification,
adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of God's love, peace of
conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and perseverance
therein to the end.

Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?

A. The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness, and do
immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being still united to Christ, do
rest in their graves till the resurrection.

Q. 38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?

A. At the resurrection, believers being raised up in glory, shall be openly
acknowledged and acquitted in the day of judgment, and made perfectly
blessed in the full enjoying of God to all eternity.

Q. 39. What is the duty which God requireth of man?

A. The duty which God requireth of man, is obedience to his revealed will.

Q. 40. What did God at first reveal to man for the rule of his obedience?
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A. The rule which God at first revealed to man for his obedience, was the
moral law.

Q. 41. Wherein is the moral law summarily comprehended?

A. The moral law is summarily comprehended in the ten commandments.

Q. 42. What is the sum of the ten commandments?

A. The sum of the ten commandments is, To love the Lord our God with all
our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with all our mind; and
our neighbour as ourselves.

Q. 43. What is the preface to the ten commandments?

A. The preface to the ten commandments is in these words, | am the Lord
thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage.

Q. 44. What doth the preface to the ten commandments teach us?

A. The preface to the ten commandments teacheth us, That because God is
the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to keep all
his commandments.

Q. 45. Which is the first commandment?

A. The first commandment is, Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Q. 46. What is required in the first commandment?
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A. The first commandment requireth us to know and acknowledge God to
be the only true God, and our God; and to worship and glorify him
accordingly.

Q. 47. What is forbidden in the first commandment?

A. The first commandment forbiddeth the denying, or not worshipping and
glorifying the true God as God, and our God; and the giving of that worship
and glory to any other, which is due to him alone.

Q. 48. What are we specially taught by these words, "before me," in the first
commandment?

A. These words, before me, in the first commandment teach us, that God,
who seeth all things, taketh notice of, and is much displeased with, the sin
of having any other God.

Q. 49. Which is the second commandment?

A. The second commandment is, Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow
down thy self to them, nor serve them: for | the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto
thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.

Q. 50. What is required in the second commandment?

A. The second commandment requireth the receiving, observing, and
keeping pure and entire, all such religious worship and ordinances as God
hath appointed in his Word.
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Q. 51. What is forbidden in the second commandment?

A. The second commandment forbiddeth the worshipping of God by images,

or any other way not appointed in his Word.

Q. 52. What are the reasons annexed to the second commandment?

A. The reasons annexed to the second commandment are, God's
sovereignty over us, his propriety in us, and the zeal he hath to his own
worship.

Q. 53. Which is the third commandment?

A. The third commandment is, Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in
vain.

Q. 54. What is required in the third commandment?

A. The third commandment requireth the holy and reverend use of God's
names, titles, attributes, ordinances, Word, and works.

Q. 55. What is forbidden in the third commandment?

A. The third commandment forbiddeth all profaning or abusing of anything
whereby God maketh himself known.

Q. 56. What is the reason annexed to the third commandment?

A. The reason annexed to the third commandment is, that however the
breakers of this commandment may escape punishment from men, yet the
Lord our God will not suffer them to escape his righteous judgment.
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Q. 57. Which is the fourth commandment?

A. The fourth commandment is, Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the
sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates. For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh
day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

Q. 58. What is required in the fourth commandment?

A. The fourth commandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set
times as he hath appointed in his Word; expressly one whole day in seven,
to be a holy sabbath to himself.

Q. 59. Which day of the seven hath God appointed to be the weekly
sabbath?

A. From the beginning of the world to the resurrection of Christ, God
appointed the seventh day of the week to be the weekly sabbath; and the
first day of the week ever since, to continue to the end of the world, which
is the Christian sabbath.

Q. 60. How is the sabbath to be sanctified?

A. The sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day, even from
such worldly employments and recreations as are lawful on other days; and
spending the whole time in the public and private exercises of God's
worship, except so much as is to be taken up in the works of necessity and
mercy.
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Q. 61. What is forbidden in the fourth commandment?

A. The fourth commandment forbiddeth the omission or careless
performance of the duties required, and the profaning the day by idleness,
or doing that which is in itself sinful, or by unnecessary thoughts, words, or
works, about our worldly employments or recreations.

Q. 62. What are the reasons annexed to the fourth commandment?

A. The reasons annexed to the fourth commandment are, God's allowing us
six days of the week for our own employments, his challenging a special

propriety in the seventh, his own example, and his blessing the sabbath day.

Q. 63. Which is the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment is, Honour thy father and thy mother; that thy
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

Q. 64. What is required in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment requireth the preserving the honor, and
performing the duties, belonging to everyone in their several places and
relations, as superiors, inferiors, or equals.

Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the neglecting of, or doing anything
against, the honor and duty which belongeth to everyone in their several
places and relations.

Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment?
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Thanks for reading this and I really hope you visit Global Grey again - new
books are added regularly so you'll always find something of interest :)
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