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But the dust of the ruined Temple 
As a treasure of beauty I prize."'2

When he finished reading, one of the boys said: 

 

"Beautiful poems--but how will that help you pass the exam?" 

"That's true," sighed Judah. "Thinking and dreaming and writing of the Holy 
Land won't help me pass the exams. And I do want to become a doctor. I 
shall earn a lot of money and then I shall go to my beloved city, Jerusalem." 

Judah was graduated from college. He became a very successful doctor. He 
was so busy that he hardly found time to write poems to his beloved. 

Years passed. Judah married and had one daughter. As soon as she could 
speak she, too, sang songs about Erets Israel. 

One day when she was about eight years old, she suddenly turned to her 
father and said: 

"Father, I've heard so much about Jerusalem, and I know so many songs and 
poems about it, but I have never seen Jerusalem. Won't we ever go there?" 

Then Judah took her on his knee, and told her at her age, he had always 
played "Going to Jerusalem," and how he, too, had made up his mind that 
when he grew up he would surely go there. 

"Oh, how I long to go there now!" he ended. "But all my brothers and sisters 
are here and my dear friends, too. I hate to leave them all. And besides, your 
mother doesn't want to go." 

More years passed. Judah already had a grandchild, and even his grandchild 
kept on singing: 

"In the East, in the East, 
Is my heart, 
And I dwell in the end of the West. 
All the beauties and treasures of Spain 
Are just like the dust 

2 Adapted from the translation by Emma Lazarus. 

89


















































































	Contents
	Editor's Introduction
	Note To Fourteenth Printing, Revised
	1. The Happy Return
	2. With Peace They Conquer
	3. Follow Me
	4. Fight For Right
	5. Walking Between Raindrops
	6. School On The Roof
	7. The Bet
	8. Torah On One Foot
	9. Two Who Were Wrong
	10. The School That Saved A People
	11. Enough For Wash Day
	12. The Temple In Ruins
	13. A B C At Twenty-Two
	14. The Wicked Neighbor
	15. The Shepherd Rabbi
	16. The Cock, The Donkey, And The Candle
	17. Fish Out Of Water
	18. The Guardians Of The Torah
	19. Ki-Tov--’Twas Good
	20. As Faithful As That
	21. The Law Is Kind
	22. Even Though I Lose
	23. A Gift To The Caliph
	24. The Choice
	25. The Slave Rabbi
	26. The Wondrous Tree
	27. In The East Is My Heart
	28. An Angel Did It
	29. The Doctor Arrives
	30. Tables Turned
	31. The Rabbi Wins
	32. Not For His Crown
	33. How Rashi Was Saved
	34. The Fourth Horse
	35. Flying From The Roofs
	36. The Messiah Is Coming
	37. So This Is Your Answer
	38. Whither--Now?



