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weighed down her side of the vehicle, so that the springs were grinding all 
through the journey. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper-Oakley were to accompany her on 
the voyage to India, and it was to their house that I went with her very late 
that night—in fact, I believe it was after mid-night, so I really ought to say 
very early the next morning. 

My First Phenomenon 

Even at that hour a number of devoted friends were gathered in Mrs. 
Oakley’s drawing-room to say farewell to Madame Blavatsky, who seated 
herself in an easy-chair by the fireside. She was talking brilliantly to those 
who were present, and rolling one of her eternal cigarettes, when suddenly 
her right hand was jerked out towards the fire in a very peculiar fashion, and 
lay palm upwards. She looked down at it in surprise, as I did myself, for I was 
standing close to her, leaning with an elbow on the mantel-piece: and 
several of us saw quite clearly a sort of whitish mist form in the palm of her 
hand and then condense into a piece of folded paper, which she at once 
handed to me, saying: “There is your answer.” Every one in the room 
crowded round, of course, but she sent me away outside to read it, saying 
that I must not let anyone see its contents. It was a very short note and ran 
as follows: 

Since your intuition led you in the right direction and made you understand 
that it was my desire you should go to Adyar immediately, I may say more. 
The sooner you go the better. Do not lose one day more than you can help. 
Sail on the 5th, if possible. Join Upasika2

Greeting to you, my new chela. 

 at Alexandria. Let no one know 
that you are going, and may the blessing of our Lord and my poor blessing 
shield you from every evil in your new life. 

K. H. 

 

Marching Orders 

2 Upasika means a disciple in a female body; our Masters often spoke of Madame Blavatsky by this title. 
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