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constitute spiritual knowledge; we must not only feel the truth but see it
before we can know it ourselves. How can anyone teach the truth if the
truth does not itself teach in and through him? There is already an
abundance of preachers and teachers in the world who know the truth only
from hearsay and from the reading of books; but it is only their light that
shines, and not the light of the truth. What man needs is the Light itself, and
not merely a description of it. There is no necessity to start a new sect with a
new set of opinions and creeds; but there is a great necessity that a way
should be found to teach mankind how they may open their eyes, so as to
be able to perceive the truth themselves.

To those who know nothing about the possibility of attaining self-
knowledge, imagining that God is incapable of teaching anything to the soul
and that divine wisdom like manmade science is to be learned from man, the
object of our institution will be incomprehensible. To those we can only say
that it is not the object of this enterprise to furnish a retreat for
misanthropes and hypochondriacs, where they may lead a lazy life, amusing
themselves with bemoaning the wickedness of this sinful world; neither is it
to be an infirmary for ghost-seers, visionaries, or dreamers, where they may
revel to their hearts' content among the creations of their own fancy; noris
it to be a""school for occultism," where magic arts are taught to the fool;
but it is intended to be a place where those who earnestly aspire to
spirituality may find the external conditions necessary to cultivate it and to
acquire the true "magic staff" that will securely support them on their
voyage through eternity; namely, the power to recognise divine truth within
their own selves--not by any capacity of their own, but by the power of the
Light itself, which comes to all men if they are willing that the darkness
should be driven away.
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